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About us: “The Committee in Solidarity with the Iranian workers Movement - Abroad" consists of
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...
. (1) Democratic rights and economic justice ;(2) Exposing anti- labour policies of the Islamic
. Republic of Iran; (3) Building bridges between the Iranian and international workers’ movement.
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Australian Unions stand in solidarity with
Iranian workers

August 2020
Iranian Ambassador 070820.pdf

The Australian union movement stands in solidarity with the thousands of workers
on strike across Iran at the Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Industrial Complex and at
refineries and industrial projects in the South Pars gas fields.
The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) ranks Iran as among the worst countries in the
world for workers, with no guarantee of rights. Iran’s labour laws do not allow workers the right to form
independent unions, and workers are regularly threatened, detained, and tortured. Workers’
demonstrations are violently repressed, with workers and union leaders arrested and imprisoned for
exercising their right to strike.
The ACTU has written to the Ambassador of Iran expressing solidarity with the workers on strike across
Iran, and calling for:




the immediate payment of all unpaid wages of striking workers.
an end to dismissals and threats against workers' lives;
the unconditional release of all imprisoned workers.

El Mediterranean: Nueva Cuenca de la revolución mundial!
Solidarity with the workers of Haft Tappeh!

August 4, 2020
Today is the 52nd day of the workers’ strike at an agribusiness enterprise in Iran,
Haft Tappeh. This historic strike is the culmination of years of struggle of these
workers to stop privatizations and claim their rights. The Haft Tappeh union was first established during
1974-75 but the anti-worker policies and the slander by of the Islamic Republic concerning antirevolutionary activity on the part of the workers eventually led to its banning, just like hundreds of other
unions.
During 2005-2006, upon receiving the news of the privatization of this public enterprise the Haft
Tappeh workers rose up against this in unison and rebuilt the union in 2007. The lead organizers were
immediately held up by the police forces and other leading members of the union were arrested and
barred from attending protests and other social events.
Yet despite all this repression, Haft Tappeh workers reignited the struggle against privatization and
injustices once again in 2018. As a response, the union leader Ismail Bakhsi was arrested and forced to
give “confessions” on national television.
Despite the hypocritical claim of the Islamic Republic to stand for the workers and the oppressed, it has
been proven once more that they in fact stand for the bourgeoisie against the workers. The neoliberal
policies of the regime push millions into poverty and violently repress their just struggles. And all these
developments are completely ignored by the pro-regime media as well as the imperialist stooge
opposition media.
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There is no news about the demands and protestations of these workers on their 52 nd day of strike, and
the rare mentions about the workers at all only briefly touch the marches of the workers in Shush city, in
a manner that misleads public opinion. The reason is clear! The right-wing opposition of the Islamic
Republic is in fact in perfect agreement with the regime when it comes to their stance on privatizations
which align with that of the World Bank and IMF. The only difference is the attempt by the right-wing
opposition to conjure up a fallacious dichotomy of “good privatizations vs. bad privatizations” so as to
hide the devastating effects of these policies.
On the other hand, due to the extremely weak state of the Iranian left,
the international left remains unaware of such important struggles.
The main demands of this strike are: cancelling the privatization,
reinstating the workers who were fired, stopping the police repression
on workers’ organizations, payment of the overdue wages and other
benefits and finally the organization of production under workers’
control. These progressive demands are not covered by the
mainstream media at all, and the working class militancy is reduced to
subversion.
Meanwhile, the supposed alternative media in Europe and Northern America, and those other smaller
media institutions who are pro-Russia, pro-China or even pro-Islamic Republic completely ignore this
strike and resistance, or worse yet portray it as a subversive imperialist project.
Before our eyes, the working class is stubbornly and independently resisting the repression on a daily
basis, and yet faces a complete blackout and censorship from all sides. It is as if all these “opposition”
tendencies unite on a single point: to silence the voices of the working class and their militants.
We ask our international comrades: Is it not worthwhile to share the news of this courageous strike
which is going on for 52 days and will continue until the demands are met? Is it not worthwhile to stand
in solidarity with them?
Haft Tappeh workers do not receive any support from any organization or institution; they continue to
resist and struggle with empty pockets and empty stomachs. To actively ignore these progressive
vanguard workers amounts to supporting reaction and imperialism. Is the slogan of “Workers of all
countries, unite” just an empty romantic phrase? Or is it the battle cry of workers in class struggle?
Comrades, we call on you to be the voice of the Haft Tappeh workers and the Iranian working class all
around the world in all languages.
THOUSANDS OF IRANIAN OIL WORKERS
STRIKE OVER PAY
Via Morning Star

Marking a serious development in the country’s current economic and social instability, fixed-term
project workers in the massive oilfields, petrochemical companies and gas fields in Khuzestan and
oilfields of southern Iran went on strike on Saturday and prepared to return to the towns and cities where
their families live until their demands are met. Safety at work and deplorable working conditions for
project workers is well documented: Ebrahim Arabzadeh, a contract worker at the Mahshahr
Petrochemical complex, died as a result of heat exhaustion last week amid high temperatures, reaching
60°C in places. Workers’ ongoing complaints include dire conditions of poverty, deprivation, unpaid
wages and wage arrears, poor housing and management’s disregard of demands.
The strike has hit a number of refineries, petrochemical complexes and also the massive Assaluyeh gas
fields in the Persian Gulf.
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Solidarity action
Support text:
We support their demands in solidarity with Haft Tappeh strike workers in Iran.
Thousands of workers have been on strike since June 15th. We are also actively
in solidarity with them in Vienna. Workers are in an unsecured working state,
while as privatizations and corruption of managers continues the workers are
not paid for months, and active and militant workers are imprisoned, tortured,
and send into exile.
Workers of Haft Tappeh in Iran have voiced out against the reactionary Islamic
Republic, increasing unemployment, public poverty, and the people's misery.
Their battle is our battle. Long live international solidarity!
August 8, 2020
Austrian Socialist Youth
Vienna Socialist Youth
Austrian Communist Youth
Communist Students Union
Austrian Socialist Students' Union
Social Democratic Workers' Union against extraordinary status policy
Austrian Critic Students' Association
Communist Union of Workers-International
Labor Party
Community and Politics Association- For Discourse on Human beings
Support Centre for Iranian-Vienna People's struggles their battle is our battle.
Long live international solidarity!
August 8, 2020
Austrian Socialist Youth
Vienna Socialist Youth
Austrian Communist Youth
Communist Students Union
Austrian Socialist Students' Union
Social Democratic Workers' Union against extraordinary status policy
Austrian Critic Students' Association
Communist Union of Workers-International
Labor Party
Community and Politics Association- For Discourse on Human beings
Support Center for Iranian-Vienna People's Struggles

A photo from
62nd day of strike!
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A letter from the Australian Education Union
to the Iranian Ambassador to Sydney
Mr. Fereydoon Haghbin
Ambassador of Iran
August 14th, 2020
Sir,
I write to you on behalf of 194,000 members of the Australian Education Union to express our support
for thousands of demonstrators and strike workers throughout Iran.
Workers at the Sugarcane Haft Tappeh industrial complex has been on strike since June 15th for their
suspended wages and social security benefits, which have not been paid since March .Workers from
major refineries and industrial projects in south Pars gas field have been on strike since August 11,
protesting against their overdue pay, their extremely wages, lack of job security and living conditions
while facing with 50 degrees Celsius heat.
The International Confederation of Trade Unions (ITUSC) has placed Iran among the lowest-ranking
countries in terms of workers' status, in which workers' rights are not guaranteed.
We condemn the harassment and dismissal of workers, the crackdown on labor protests and the arrest
and imprisonment of workers and union leaders.
Best regards
Correna Haythorpe

CFMEU Supports the Iranian Workers.wmv
The Union of Buildings, Forestry, Mines and Energy Australia C.F.M.E.U - in Sydney Supports the
workers of the Haft Tappeh Sugar cane factory and condemn the Iranian regime for the mistreatment of
the workers!
Following the call of the Iranian Workers' Defence Association - IWDA to support the strike workers in
Iran; we announced our support by sending a video message to the strike workers of Haft Tappeh Sugar
cane.-16 August 2010
The Construction Union's department of building, forestry, mining and energy Australia in Sydney.
Announces its solidarity with the Haft Tappeh sugarcane workers.
Your fight is our fight. We condemn the Iranian government and the employers who do not recognize
your wishes. We also condemn the arrested of trade union activists for standing up to their rights and
demanding their immediate release.
We stand in Solidarity with all of you; we wish you success and hope to celebrate your victory soon.
In Solidarity
Posted in Audio Text of the Speaker of the Union addressed to The Strike Workers of Iran on 6 August 2020
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The Maritime Union of Australia
gives its full solidarity and support for the Haft
Tappeh workers in Iran
As they struggle for their own jobs, wages and rights and against privatisation that will worsen the lot of
working people in Iran.
We support the workers and their demands including:




arrears payment, and their insurance renewal;
The return of their expelled co-workers;
The release of political prisoners



The removal of the embezzler employer, and putting an end to the privatization of Haft Tappeh;



The return of the embezzled assets to the workers;

We demand the release of all imprisoned workers and call for an immediate to stop the harassment,
arrests, torture, and clampdown on the rights of these workers in struggle and all Iranian workers.
In solidarity,
Warren Smith
Assistant National Secretary
Maritime Union of Australia
A Division of the Construction Forestry
Maritime Mining and Energy Union.

URGENT ACTION –
TORTURED IRANIAN KURD AT RISK OF EXECUTION
Written on August 6th, 2020
Urgent action - tortured Iranian Kurd at risk of execution
Arsalan Khodkam, from Iran’s Kurdish minority, is at
risk of execution in West Azerbaijan province. He was
sentenced to death for “spying” after a grossly unfair trial
that lasted about 30 minutes and relied on “confessions”
he says were obtained under torture. He has never been
allowed access to a lawyer of his own choosing. The use of
the death penalty for “espionage” violates international
law.

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS.
Head of Judiciary Ebrahim Raisi
c/o Permanent Mission of Iran to the UN
Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 28, 1209 Geneva, Switzerland
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In Iran, Kolbars (porters) should not be forgotten
West of Iran, the Kurdish regions, called Rojhelat and populated by 8 to 10 million Kurds, are
subjected to a discriminatory and repressive policy from the Iranian regime, which fiercely suppresses
all political contestation and identity claims. To keep the population in precariousness, it restrained the
economic development of the region, installing hardly any industry there and redirecting the
production of resources mainly in the interest of the central regions of the country. Unemployment is
endemic there, with no job opportunity for young people who have to massively exile in the big
Persian cities.
The Iraq-Iran border offers the only economic
alternative for thousands of inhabitants of Rojhelat: the
kolbari (porter), that is to say the cross-border
exchanges of goods, through the mountains, carried on
the back of a man or a mule. At high risks, all kinds of
goods thus transit from Iraq to Iran: from baby diapers
to household appliances, including clothes, blankets,
car tires, tea ... and also, products banned in Iran:
satellite antennas, alcohol, cigarettes. These goods will
then supply the markets of big cities, as far as Tehran.
All along the border, thousands of workers, including
children and elderly people, make the journey every day risking their lives to barely earn enough to
support their families from day to day. Only businessmen who hire the kolbars get richer. The activity
of the kolbars is in a gray area, subject to political vagaries and the goodwill of the authorities:
sometimes legal, sometimes tolerated, sometimes illegal.
Besides the dangers of the mountains, freezing in winter and scorching in summer, and whose soils are
infested with mines, they are under fierce repression from the Iranian government. According to their
good will, and to the bribes paid to them, the border guards can decide to turn a blind eye on the
activity of the kolbars or, on the contrary, to shoot on sight, under the pretext of "state security. " and
"the fight against smuggling ". In 2019, 79 kolbars died, including 57 shot dead, murdered by border
guards, and 165 were injured. Many are sentenced to prison terms or heavy fines that they cannot paid.
If the Iranian authorities ended up putting in place work permits, they were distributed in a largely
insufficient number and under conditions that were too restrictive, in particular on the number of
authorized trips so that their holders could earn a decent living. In fact, it gave above all an additional
legal argument to suppress the major part of the Kolbars, who work without a license.
The fate of the kolbars synthesizes both the impact of the nation-states and their assimilative policies
on the Kurdish people, the extreme drifts of neo-liberalism to fuel the Iranian consumer society at all
costs while maintaining a population in the most extreme precariousness, and the harmful effect of the
sanctions of the USA on Iran, which only make more precarious populations already kept under
pressure by the regime.
As trade unions, we denounce the repressive policies of the Iranian regime towards the kolbars and
more generally the Kurds. We draw the attention of workers and the international community to the
humanitarian and social disaster of the situation of the Kolbars. The Iranian government must stop the
repression of the Kolbars and the assassinations respect human rights and allow the development of
real economic alternatives for the people of Rojhelat.

Alternative Workers News-Iran

No. 119- P. 9

Alternative Workers News-Iran

No. 119- P. 10

Alternative Workers News-Iran

No. 119- P. 11

