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The Perennial Tulips
By Zohreh Mehrjoo

For those who loved life, the martyrs — Summer of 1988.

Martyrs of love for life,

for desiring justice and freedom
equal share of wealth...

and opportunities, for all.

Otherwise, you committed no crime,
nor the night’s hideous hands

had any reason

to bequeath your lovely flesh

to the earth’s cold embrace.

But, the wind remembers you
even in the darkest hours...!
And, all through the night
across the mountains

above the plains and the seas...
and in the depth of the forests,
it whispers your name.

Till someday

a mighty storm

utters the years-long pent-up rages

like a weaponin a warrior’s possession,
ready to bring justice...

and beget freedom.
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